ve hundred million of dotiars; do you know, have
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and deliversd to the Commissionsrs of Taxes and

~The report ought to show how
B A T iy e e It v
Q.—And “deputy's report that 'l'i:
L1 and was at your d o 18
pa that T"nom in my hand? A.—Yes, an
on T:wr that that {s final at that
what is lhﬂft s&ﬁ b:" l:n:“a- e
‘—Hut we have ha L] = =

— t wulld rensen oan you
htﬂ‘hn assessod in 1888, Incrensing the valuns
tlons on the side sireot from 30 to 61 per cont, 5 4
leaving the corner on Broadway untouch h.“
you sea any reason for that? A.—They might \;:
made a m{llnkr last &;e:u' and found it out th
year, and asseasod it for a higher rote.

MISTAKES OF DEPUTIES.

- us seo If wa can gome of those mis-

mm‘rhmre s No, 27 Broadwny, the corner.
Let us take up No. 26 Broadway, next 1o the corner,
It s next door, but one, to the corner—Nos. i

.and 235 Broadway, & < last year at $202,000 o
assessed car at 336,000, an Incrense of §73,000
and & rate of 36 per cent and o fraction.

The Chalrman—What is the total on No. 27
Broadway?

Mr, 00, = st
The Chnlrmnrg];nd on No. 215 Broadway

. Mosa—§75,000.
"L:?fa. i Broadway 18 increased from $50.000 o
000, an incrcasa of §46.000 amd at lm rate
T osht of 66%. No, 231 Broadway, increas from
o to $180,000, a difference of §0,000, at a rate
= cent of 38 6-11 ‘The next corner, on Hrmdwn} !
Yo, 29, = incrensed from $425,000 to HTGO000 A& dif-
forence of $0.000, and a rote of only 111317 per
oent. Now, on that Broadway front we h?:u a
variation like this: No per cent, 36 per cent, per
oomt, 88 per cent, 11 per oent, and the reason as-
signed Is to equalige? A.-— H!r:! field book ought o
why the increases aro there.
'h“.‘-'—ﬂnhtyﬂu-ru- n: no reason stated right there? A.
~Not necessarlly,

!l(;. Hoffman—Could you tell by looking at 1tha
field book or could you explain w;t‘:y these valuations

ro 80 made? A.—He made them.

'GQ.?-(‘ould it be explained by lovking at the fleld
ook? A.—1 suppose s0.

. Mr. Moss—1 suppose the field book is here. Ptlﬂm&;
to get it and look at it; field book covering bloe
13 to 124, While wa are waillng‘ tor that, let me

give you some of the rates oun Park l"‘l.tu:e.6 -

Mr.  Feltner—That fleld book 1s 1588, the enuu

ad, and you haven't subpeenaed him. We w 1
or it
oL e would like to have all the feld
books,

Mr. Feltner—We will bring them.

Mr. Moss—No. 3 Park Place wag increased from
§A00 to $650,000, a difference of $18,000, n.nd a rate
of 43 per cent. The adjoining bullding, No. b Park
Place, was Increas:d from $24,000 to $38,000, & dif-
forence of $14,000 and a rate of 68 per cent, The olh.er
one was 42 The adjoining bullding, No. T, is at the
same rate, U8, and the next bulldings, Nos. §
and 11 Park Place, dropped 10 §2 per cent. The
wext bullding, No. 13 Purk FPince, s lﬂcﬂ?!ef.'l
from $30,000 to $52.000, a rate of 78 per cent. Now,
1en't it & fact, Mr. Grell, that in figuring up the
difterences between the different boroughs, it was
goncluded that It was nocessary to ralse the valu-
atioh on New-York Clty by absut $300,000,0007 A.—
That 18 sbout it, 1 guess,

AIMED AT $300,000,000.

Q. —And $300,000,000 had to be divided up among
the sectlons? A—Betweel New-York and The
Bronx.

Q@—The deputles dld thelr best to bring In fig-
ares as nearly os they could to get that increase?
A—Dons thelr best to eyualize all through.

Q—DMd thelr best 1o reach that necessary fg-
dre for equalization? A.—Yes

A—And it happened sometimes that deputles
brought in too much and it had to bLe removed?
A.~That 1 don’t know,

Q.—There wis u deputy here the other day, Mr,
Englehard, who testiffed that he brought in on
his original fgures about §1,000.000 of increase enst
of Third-ave, and that on consultation with tha
other deputies, that 31,000,000 was struck out? A—
That 1 don't know,

Q.—But If that was it, it was becouse it was not
fecessary, and just that much burden could be re-
Meved? That would be the reason for It wouldn't
117 A.—I don't want to say, because 1 don’t know
what Nis renson was for ralsing it In the first
place or of reducing It

Q.—He stated he ralsed them on his judgment,
but when ne brought the figures In, on consulta-
tlon with the other deputles, it was too much, snd
g0 about $1,000,00 was struck off. You know no
renson why his statements wera not correct, do
you? A=l do not,

Q.—And If a deputy brought in more than was
necossary to ridse the additional amount that had
to be ralsed In New-York, of courss, in justica to
1he taxpayers it was struck off? A.—Some property
was ralsod outside of New-York and The Bronx,

Q.—I understand that. Hut 1 am talking about
cases that happenod in New-York, whera the dep-
uty brought In more than was necessary. You
dtdn’t hold more than was necessary, did you? A.
—That 1 don’t know, The chief deputy ought to
answer those questions, because he has charge of
the books.

Q.—It was not your intention to hold more than
was necessory? A—It was not.

BlG LOAD ON MANHATTAN,

Q. —You realized that the necessities of the cnse
threw a pretty heavy loud on Manhattan anyhow?
A.—True,

Q.—And you d14 not mean that that burden should
be any greater thun was absolutely neceasary, did
you? A.—That may be true—there was no necessity
for It

Q.—Yes, and g0, when too much of an increase
would be brought In, It was a proper thing to ghave
it down? A.—That I don't know, Mr, Moss.

Q. —That you don't know? A.—I don’'t know, be-
cause 1 did not handle thoss books.

Q.~1 know, but 1 am asking ’y-m beceuse I think
you ought to know. A.-1 told you prior to your
explanation that my princlipal work was In the
corporations and personal taxation, therefore I
could not_answer you your questlens as intelli-
gently as 1 wanted to.

Q.—1 appreclata all that, and T simply wanl to

get what you do know, that s all 1 want to get;

and of course 1 assume that, ns one of the heada
of the Department, you must be famiiinr with the
ien:\rul. principles upon which the office wus run.
i h—
—I am only asking you now about those gencrnl
rinciples. Among ther were the necessity of ruls-
ng & large sdditlonal sum, greater in New-York
because 1L had been assessed Jower in the prst, and
the righteousness of not allowing uany larger pssess.
mont then was absolutely necessary. You don't
want any larger sEpesament than was reslly neces-
l.n?'. and did not, did you? A.--Mr., Moss, as 1
tald you before, & minute ngo, here thnt from the

second Monday of January until the first day of |

a‘:f,‘ -tl l?‘ln\'r 1'1"“ h;nl a {-h.:r:ru to look at but one
i@ hook. ave been busy fro o' oloe
e e R R Y usy from § lock In the
u&n ‘-}:ﬂrk'l"mﬁldf of ﬂiwo books.

~That f& all right, 1 wm not tnding £ 3
PP P B Wing fault with
A—but then 1
otqthu\} kind in ‘,né.\' h .-'!l:‘tm- record will show.

—You #4re not a clerk 1 4 g
e {‘“ il in the Deparuncot,

~You are ono of the heads in the Departm
hi&fplmt to create the policy upon :I'hl{:hp the 'i?::
partment is to be Tun, and then for your own pur-
posa and convenlence In the Moard, each man
agrees to look partlenlarly after a certuln thing?
A—Well, the real estiate was worklng there, and I
had my work with the others, as 1 have told you.

DOES NOT WANT TO SEEM A PUPPET.

Q. ~—~Well, now, Mr drell, you don't menn to be
put in the very dublous position of & Tax f.‘orn?nln-
sloner appoluted under a law which requlres him to
have charge of all tax matters. You don't want
to have It go out to the peopls of the city of New-
York—those who have to look at the responsibllity

ers—and say that you have taken no part in

A~

the adopting of the policy of the tax office on the |

all-ilmportant question o© -
don't may that. i
G—0Of course you don't. A—But when you get
me to a single fleld book, It §s impossible e
llt(!:!'!_‘l{'htlm questions, o i
~The questions 1 have aeked you you have an-
swered all right. That is, that the .{e'-mmeu of
the cose required the nddition of o large assessed
wvilue in the Borough of Manhattan and The Bronx
and that, we agreed, was about $300,000.000 that had
to be apportioned among the Jdifferent sections.
Then I asked you this, that the deputies were doing
the best they could 1o bring in what they thought
was necessary from thelr districts to make up tnls
amount, and sometimes they brought In too much,

the real estate?

&8 has been testified, and then wasn't it the proper |

thing for tho#e in charge and authority wi
that off when it was too much? A - hgto, “p?
stated before, was In charge of that commiites, Mr,
Moss. They had to briui thelr returns to the chist
clerk, and the chlef clerk so reported to that com-
mi}“‘ﬁ look h M 8

—Now loo! re, r. Grell uppo o
ehould comn forward and charge lhn‘;lln“lm'?? Inll:
clty of New-York the deputles had consplred to-
gether and corruptly, lxnorantly, or in nny way
ou put it, had grossly Incrensed and unnecessarily

T and 8 in the evening with my |

but you are not a clerk, Mr. Grell, }
could not possibly get cverything |

i
|

nereased thelr value, do you think you couid be |

relleved from your responsilillity by saying you had
only looked after personal matters? A —To an ex-
tent, sir.

Q. =You think =0? A.—Yes, because If 1 would be
also & member of that Rea! Estate Committee 1
would know that other part of the Department

Q.—Is there anything in the charter thot provides
for & real estute committees and a personal commit-
tee that shall know nothing about cach other's
business. A.--Not necessarily. No, sir, there is not.

.:aa;; is ﬂgl? ﬁ\ 3 n.h

R & other hand, the charter provides that
the Tax Commissioners shall be acquainted with
worx department and form the policy of the office,
A.—~And In order to form the pollcy we must form

commiitees, otherwise we wouldn't get through.
AFRAID OF THE FPROBE,

*Fhe Chalrman—You must have formed
3 L med som -
fcy, otherwise you would't have becn ahble I: :':ﬁ:.
duct the office? A.—Yes, slr, our books will show,
W.—You, as Commissloner, ought to be able to
glve us some Hght on 1t? A —1 huve beent doing It.
Mr, Moss—You have given us gsome, Mr, Grell, but
1 think you can give more. A.—1 don't know as [
co(gld.l 'I::;Jt Il‘:grlk be ;l:uj to do i1,
~1 don’ nk you hav J
Ao Sy ,\.v-l’ﬂ,,l m‘u quite apprehended the
o AT
not afrald of the guestion
there und look to beiter a v:n:mns:. ’f‘ff‘.'.'i.'{] n‘j:
afra'd of your questions; bring them right out.
Q.~lot us have your answer, then. I will put 1t

ou, Mr, Grell, that If you |

shis way, Mr. Grell. When you knew that the |

| %.—-And Mr. Foltner? A.—Yes, st
mi

Borough of Manhattan had got to be increased
about £800,000,000 to equalize, how aid you declde
how much of that Increase should come from the
different sections? A.—We had a menting of the
Poard, and all matters appertaining to that were

brought before it.
Q.~Yes? A—Hut I cannot recollect, it is tmponsl-

ren
ble, what was—whatever {nstructlons were gy
was left to the president to glve to all the deputles

and clerks.
hq’_wm'l truotion I|ﬂwr|

there were instruations given?

—And each deputy knew about how

di:llrlt't would have to stand of that S0, (00, 00
A.—Yes, 8ir; of course, I don't kuow niml—- e
Q.—Was that your Intention In ntlun? ng thes
meeting and taking part in the deliberations, theq
as the pesult of that meeting ench _,d.:rm,nln hewe
know about what he ouﬂu nlo d'u. e wrhm ;
3 rgument ¢om 9 ] s g
:ﬂl;'e?ha?}r.lutt‘rutu transferred to the Real Estate

Committee. Committee—now that is
#

thiat meeting, Mr. Grell,
as the result of n"i_.—l tml?t'\'(' wa: yeu.
muc 1a

u.—Was therlrlmll,&‘.itnh-_e
a statement of fact’ — . .
“hie accept that an
Q,—Which s Imporiant, M"E‘o:'nmlnm hat e

Was that ““Ignl":}:\‘;;;' of a sectlon about

ssersment? A—
e hey would have
be de-

SWeT.
to tell each deputy
how much he was to Increqss
Of course, naturally, they were. ¥ el
powers in all matters whether It was
creased or increased, Mr. Moss.
1IGNORANT OF THE !NHTRI'(.‘T]U.\S.

—~Not naturally; I am not asking you naturally,
mﬁ n-:uu:‘t ft understood that the Rea Ertate € urlu-’
mittee was to let cach deputy know how muech he
was 1o increase his asseasment? A—1 couldn’t ray
what instructions they gave, Mr. Moss, I couldn’t.

Q.—! haven't asked you what instructions they

vie, but wasn't it the intention of yourself, when
rou surrendered your rights on the real untule_ side,
zn order to be free from the iu-ru‘urml elde, woen't
it your intention that the Real r.alnte- (.omn’;hu;e
ghould Intelllgently reprosent you Of course, niel-
ligently and properly tell these deputies about ?ru!t
they would have tulilucrrlnnr lhcir’wuftrlunn. wasn'l

507 A.—I1 should judge so; yes, sl

u‘(:]l.t-A::d that was uu-'1 purport Luf ;he conversation,

Bn't LT A.—What conversation:

'n.—'}‘t:'a conversation hetween you Commissioners
A.—The meeting?

- should he Intelligent instruc-
tions given. A.—The minute book ought to show, 1

i hat was there.

du&i'l‘l?:‘:n;u?e buu.k does pot show all the talk?
A—~Why, It shows all the proceedin s —

Q.—RBut it does not show all the talk? A—Well it
ghows what appears in the meeting, i.-erlalnl?‘,

Q. —Stonogra leally? A.—When we have our
meeting, it wiil show all that has occurred, -

Q.—Then whitt you sall must be on tha minutes?
A—Well, you will find it there.
Q.—And 1t it is not there, the minutes arf not cor-

2 A —Well, you will find it there. It s in 1t,
T s an i cutd nt that meeting about the

in that meeting,
—Yes, that there

.—Vias anythin
n;%ornnnln :Yor the ruﬂ';-r(-m percentages to the
boroughs? (Not answiered.)

Q. -ginw, for Instance, you have told me in the
Borough of Manhattan the rate was about 0 or
per cent? A—Thit was prior to 1868 ’l‘hn.t i, to
tha best of my judgment, as 1 was not a Commis-
sioner.

lC}.—-J\nr] in the Borough of Brooklyn it was ahout
75 per cent? A —Yes

—And in the Borough of Queens 1t Was about 100

u- -
per cent? A.—Yes, sir.

BASIS OF ASSESSMENT.

Q.—Now, was it not discussed and practically
decided In the meeting that property would be as-
spesed at nbout 76 per cont of the recorded sales?
A.—Not to my knowledge,

Q.—That Is the testimony that Mr, Feltner gave
the other doy. A.—I don't know that. 1 did net
hear him testify to that.

Q—You don't recolleat
A.—Nn,

Q.—Was not that about the understanding, that,
as near as you could get It, you would cover the
entlre city at a ratio of about 76 per cent of the
recorded males? A.—You are coming back to the
old questlon as to that apportioning that the com-
mittea had that I don't know anything about, 1
aid not have the time to Interfere with those things.

Q.—Do you meen to tell us that you abaolutely
surrendercd all your powers, all your interest and
knowledge, on the real estate side? A.—FExcept the
fmportant business from large estates, that wore
brought before the Board; yes, sir.

Q.—And when did that happen, when you made
thut arrangement about rommitteeat A.—The first
meeting we had of the Bonrd.

Q.—That was In Janhary, 18087 A~Yes

Q.—WIill you tell me why you were selacted, or
wero assigned to the corporation and personnl slde,
rather than the real estate side? A—I don't know,
There was no intention In it, 1 suppose.

Q. —Did you ask for 11?7 A.—No, sir.

Q.—Did 1t not oceur to you that o man who had
just come from a brewing company, nnd who
would have to pass upon the applications and
statements of all the hrewing companies In New.
York, shauld have preferably taken the real estate
slde? A.~—I don't know. I did not have any such
thoughts of such kinds, We went in there to do
the businesa of the office as fairly and honestly as
we could, and therefore we formed ourselves In
commitiees,

Q.—And was It entirely an accident that you took
the personal side? A.—It was all agreed by the
Commls=ioners,

Q.—Did you ask for it? A—No, sir.

Q.—~Who appointed you? A.—The president aid,
upon resolution, I believe,

Q—Who proposed tho resolution? A~That 1
could not remember.

HE HAD LITTLE TO EAY.

Q—Didn't you have anything to say in ithe ghap-
ing of the resolution, and in discussing who ahould
be of thess two committees? A.—1 might have
had something to say; yes, sir,

Q—It was your desire to be on the corporation
and personal side, wasn't 1t? A—No, sir; no, sir,

Q.—You had nothing to sgay about that, but took
Just what came? A.—Well, we talked It over, as a
matter of fact, There was our president, as well
as Commissioner Patterson, of Brooklyn, an old
real estate man, and Mr. Sheehy was a real eatate
man; that, if 1 remember rfeht, would probably be

anything lke thmt?

the practical men on the Heal Estate Committes,
Q.—-Mr. Grell, dld you do anything as a Tax Com-
missioner to secure equality between the different

boroughs of the oity in the matter of real estate?
A —Excepting what eame before the Hoard,

Q.~Whit did you do to securs equality hetween
the different parts of the city of New-Yourk; what
did you do? A.—Personally? ¥

. —Yeg, sir. A.—I toid you that hefore, Mr, Moss,

—Not a thing? A.—Excepting property that
enme before the Board; otherwlse, the commitiee
had charge of the entire business,

(.—What resolution or proposition of any kind
eame before the Board for the purpose of securing
oguility between the different boroughs on which
you took any action? A.—Oh, T presume there wore
n pumber of them; I can't recall u single case
now, Mr, Moss,

Q.—Wns there anything? A.—~Yes, we had meet-
lr.sq upon important cases.

—1 am not spenking about individual cares; 1
am talking about the varying rate of increass he-
tween the different boroughs, Now, what did yon
do, as i Commissioner, to secure uniformity in the
valuation of real estate botween the different bor-

oughs? A—What did 1 do, personally?
Q.—Y¥es, A.—Why, Mr. Moss, 1 was not on that
commitice,

Q. ~You dd nothing, then? A.—Virtually speak-
tng, 1 dtd not bother about the returns of the dep-
utles nor tho Chief Deputy on real estate motters,

Q.—What, if anything, did you do ap Commis-
sioner—what, If any, nction dld you take as Com-
misgloner to seeurs equality between the different
sections and the Aifferent boroughs of Manhattan
and The Bronx? A —Thut wns agread upon, as to
the resolution passed by that commitiee,
,Q.=Then that all went to that committee? A—
Yes, sir.

Q.—You had nothing to do with it7 A —Not with
regard to real estute.

FEITNER'S BTRONG INFLUENCE.,

Q.—Ix it not a fact that Mr. Feltner, mors than
any one else, has shaped the polley of the Tax De-
partment in this matter of equalization between
nrnnu‘hl and sections in  Manhattan and The
Er:{:d‘ A.—No, sir; it has been before the full
Q.—I2ut you haven't taken any part in 11?7 A.—
ur':;r ‘t‘r:nlr:?:olmlt-n pnsaed ; l{rmdn‘i’? Mr, .\ion::?t
L — AT at wins agreed on he fl i
10 IO8T A Ferteotls Tight e o et mecting
,—f‘g;;ly‘:“Aﬁ-};ertrctly rlhght}i yes, sir,
— th you on t reonal T -
mittee? A —Commlssloner Fulern--;:. K o

—Mr. Feltner is algo on the
Qm-\g A.—J‘hm;’ is true.
~Now, Mr. Feltner 18 on the real estate sid
and on the personal side, while the two other (":;rnE
missloners are restricted to the personal slde and
tmu Commiaslonars are restricted to the real estate
glde? A —You havethat wrong; the Commissloners
::(': :’hol; Are on personul, and "the two commit-
maﬂrr:’ ormed for real estate and corporation
-1 understand that, Now look at It. Yo *
o . You d
%’T.!.ﬂ.,‘li:nd mo. There are ive commissioners? NA.n-E
3.’-4'#1-;« of thoss 1s Mr. Feltner? A.—Ye
= y * A.—Yes, sir,
" There are four bealdes Mr. Multner? A —Yes,
Q.—~Two of those four are on t} '
Agpcﬁnar:1l and corporation. S ENERODRS. WioaT
~That I8 you and Mr. Salmon,
two on the real esinte elde? ‘T'E‘.P.:hl’:“}hl‘ 0D
Q—And Mr. Feltner is in hoth? A —Yes, sir,
Q.~Bo that | say that his mind s the controlling
mind in all these maiters? A.-—-Not necessarily.
Q—Well, he ghno“ the personal side nmi' the
reil estate side? A—You know why a commitiee
1s uneven, us A rule, & case of imporiance comes

T
Real Estate Com-

MR =But
~But he hias to ca wuter
AQ—T}]M Inhmu-. Ty wu on both shoulders?
~Does he recelva any more compensa
the other commissioners? A.—You rr;nn lnlao:':'rr;z?n
&, -#t;lllr!f; A’ =Y :
~Then he is éxpected to do mora work
y;q:ru expect him to do more wurk than you du"‘! An:
Not HI(--'m?Hl}'. no,
U.—Does ho co-operate with you on th y
and corporation side? A,--Yn:r sir. Not. Hl;‘?‘?l:‘
pn;nu'nn mhmuch. Il;ul personal.
—Does he attend the m -
“'a'-' :d\?‘l 1y eetings of your commit
—~And _the meotings of t - -
g e gn he real estate commit

DOES NOT KNOW HIS CHAIRMAN,

Q. —Does he do as much work as you do on your
slde of the Bowrd? A.—I guess he does, we are all
very busy, | ... et s e b=

|
|

Q.—TIs Mr. Feitner chnirman of both committees?

A—No, T don't think so.

Q.—Who s chairman of your committes? Don't
vou know? A.—T really ‘don’t remember as to what
that resolution was, whather Mr. Feitner 1 chalr-
man of our committeeror not. He may be. 1 ean

find out..
Q.—How will you findsout? A.—By our resolution

in the Board passed.

Q.—Waell, isu't there n better way of finding out?
Who presides at the meetings? A.—That is at the
Board, he is chairman.

Q.—Wha presides at the meetings of your oom-
mittea? A.~The individual committees, you mean?

Q. —Your personal and corpora‘ion committes?
A.—~We very rarely meet as commlttees; we have
to do work, and we have no time to meet as com-
mittecs.

@.—Don't you do waork in menstings of the com-
mirten? You don't meet In committees ns o whaols,
because your work Is on the corporation alde? A.—
Now, let me show You. It anything 'mportant
comes u'p befors the minor committee, that is re-
ferrod to the Board, Wo have no specinl meeltings
of the minar committee, .

Q.—Lat us see how that works, If there 18 some-
thing that comes up In your personal committes
that 1s too blg a mut for you to crack, you refer
it to the whole Board? A.—Yes,

Q. —And thosa two ronl estate men interested on
the real estate side, they have to come In and
help you out on the personal elde? A.—No, not
that way ‘There are cases which will take one
men an hour to go over thoroughly. He lays that
one aside, and If any particular question comes up,
whether it 18 a corporation or a perscnal matter, It
I8 referred to the Board, If there is any question of
doubt there,

Q. —That fa the way I understand 1t. But what
do these men on the real estate sido know atmout
your husiness, the corporation and personal? They
don't have anything to do with that? A.—They do.
If they want any facts, they can get It from the
records.

HAZY METHOD OF PROCEDURE.

Q.—Yes, that any man ean do. I could go there
and get it from the records. But do they know any
mors aboit the personal and eorperation side than
you know about the real estote side? A~That 1
don't know. 1 know they don't handle as many
cases ns 1 do

Q.—There s nothing that has happened thera that
would show you that they know anything about
your side? A—The lden ls here. If every one of
the committecs 18 busy, and they need pssistanee,
und the rest of the commiasioners nre not husy,
they help one another out.

. —Well, don't It come down to this, that where
the people suppose that the polley of this very im-
portant Tax Department ls ghaped by five com-
missioners, that after all 1t is shaped In parts by
two commissioners, one on one slde and one on the
other? A.—Not at all, sir,

Q. —You haven't done anything to shapo the real
estute pollcy of the Tax Department? A—Not
much, bit I have done lots 1o shape the other part,

Q.—And tha real estate men have not done any-
thing to shape your slde of the business? A.—No,
that s true.

Q.—80 where the people suppose they have five
commissioners laving out an equal and equitable
policy for the entlra clty, they really have two
committees? A.—How could we get along other-
wise?

Q.—1I don't know. A —Y am trying to tell you.

Q.—What do you think about trusts, Mr. Grell?
You have to congider trusts, as a Tax Comanis-
gloner? A.—They aras very detrimental to the
country.

A.—Ars there any trosts represented In the city
of New-York? A.—Lots of them.

Q. —What are they, the principal trusts? A —You
know as many as 1 do, sugar trusts and tobacco
trusta,

Q.—But you, as a Tax Commissioner, think they
are very detrimental, and you have the power to
got ofter them, Now, I nsk you what those trusis
are? A —You asked me a minute ago what I
thought of them. Now. I don't know, what do
you mean by that questlon now, what they are?
Doflue your guestlon

Q.—~You must have had something in your mind
when you answered the question? A.—No.

Q.—You nnswored that trusis were detrimental?
A —~Yes, alr.

Q. —Now, It 1s the kind of trusts that you say
aro detrimental that T am talking about, and T have
asked you to enumerata-some of them represented
in the clty of New-York, and you began, you sald
the sugar trust and the tobacco trust. Now, what
other? A.—I1 couldn't name every trust in New-
York. That is impossible.

TAXES ON TRUSTS.

Q.—T1 am asking for the large trusts that you as
a Tax Commissioner, who have to find the property
of people and corporatians—that you as a Tax
Commissioner ought to know something abont.
A.—Yes: but we have them.by thomeands

Q —Thousands of trusts? A —No, not thousands
of trusts, but corporations.

Q1 sald trusts. A-—Yes.

Q.—And you gald truets. A.—That is trus,

Q.—And you have already mentioned two of them,
Mantion gome more, A.~The record will show you
how many there are.

Q.—1I am not talking ahout the record. 1 am ask-
ing the question of you. A.—Yes.

Q—Do trusts have trustees? A -] presume they
have

w—Don't you know? A.—I am not a member of
any trust

Q.—Have you tried to tax a trust? A.—~Person-
ullyi
Q.—Yes. A—The Department has.

Q—Have you as a member ¢f the Department?
A.—Pergonally, 1 don't remember that 1 have,

Q.—Have you as a member of the Tax Depart-
ment done anything to secure the taxatlon of the
personal property I the large trusts represented
In the city of New-York? A.—Not to my recollec-
tlon,

@.—1 cull your attentlon to the fact that you have
mentioned the Sugar Trust and the Tobacco Trust
I now call your attentlon to the Btandard Ol Trust,
You have heard of that? A.—Yes, sir.

Q.—They mugt have trustees? A —Yes, sir,

Q.—And under the lnw, have you the autherity
to tax personal property that Is found in the hands
of trustees? A.—Yes, sir.

Q. —Executorn? A.—Yes, glr.

Q.—Administrators? A.—Yes, sir.

Q.—Any men holding property in trust? A.—Yes,

Q.—Any such man s llable to pay taxes for prop-
erty that he holds In trust? A.—Yes, sir,

QD you know who the trustecs of the Btand-
ard Ol Company sre? A.—No,

Q.— M4 you ever try to find out? A—No, sir,

Q.—You never d1d? A.—No, sir,

Q.--You have not had to bother yourself with real
estate? A.—Yes, but I have not had any time to
bother myself with mnything else, Mr. Moss,

G.—What ls the total valuation of the personal
property, of corporata personal property, held in
the city of New-York? A.—For 1887?

BEEMS WEAK ON FIGURES.

Q. —Yes; glve me the amount in figures. A.—1 do
not just recollect what the amount 1s.

Q.—Ts 1t 100,000,000, $200,000,000, $300,000,000, $400,000,000
or $600,000,0007 (Hve It to me in one of those Agures,
A.—1 could not at this minute

Q.~1s it §100,000,000 or is 1t KMOM00007 (Not an-
swered)

Q. —Which s the nenrest to It, $100,000,000 or $0.-
0,007 A ~Now, walt o moment, and see whether
1 can think. You want to know the exact amount ?

3.~—Not the_exact amount. 1 sald the approxi-
mate amount of personnl property, elther In Ind-
viduals or corporations, that your Department helil
for taxation for one year. A.—I could nout really
ANSWer now,

Q. —Which fgure 18 the nearest, §100,000,000 or $500,-
000, 00K 7

Q—Could not you state which 18 the nearest?
(Not nnewersl)

Q.—1s it as much as $00,000,0007 A.—It in, pos-
sibly

Q.—1x 1t In the nelghborhood of §I00.0M0007 A —
Well, I could bring you the lst. .1 cannot hove
everything in my memory,

Q.—No, 1 have not askecd you for exact figures
A.—The record will show,

Q-1 sm taiking to one of two men who have
mode & speclalty In this whole eity of the suhbject
of taxation of personal property, and I have nsked
you whether the amount of personal property he'd
for the year Is nearer §00.000,000 or E500,000,000—isn'y
:1:@.‘1”.“? A.~1 will bring you the full partien.
ars.

Q.~Isn't It four hundred milllon? AT couldn't
answer the gquestion, because the record will nhow,

Q~=You don't know whether one hundred millton,
two hundred milllon, three hundred milllon, four
hundred milllon o five hundred milllon; you don't

know which of these s the approximate figure? |

A.~l haven't had a chance to look at the records
wince 1 have been there; that is the answer.

Q —~Well, now, them, supposing that the valus of
wersunal property lu the clty of New-York Is about

| bnek of this paper 18 this Indorsement:

A~1 woulil not want to answer that now, |

you Any —— A (Onterrupting)—What
{s that guestion? r=

Q.—As to the valus of the personal property of

the Standard Ofl Trust? A.—No, not now.
g.—Do you know whether It approximates four
hundsed milllon dolinra? A.~I couldn't say.
Q.—The property of the gtandard 01l Trust, If
it {a In the hands of trustees In the city of Now-
York, |s apparently lable to taxation? A.—What

was that guestion?
MR. GRELI, BEEMS MIXED.

—Phe personal property of the Standard Ol
‘rﬁnr. in 1!1’; hands of trustees in the city of New.
York, is apparently lable td taxation, lsm't 1t?
A.—That Is a question, becavse it moy be In the
return of the trust as to their corpuration.

—{t may be in the return of the corpnrntloﬂi
the lnrll\'lulun}llI ecorporation? Ao.;-“?hnn you usk
me before whether a trusiee
linbile for anything that he held in his possesslon
1 did not refer to uu{ trusts, but I referred to
renleatnte matters. That (= In the coge of an es-
tate there I8 an executor ap) , or a trustec,
for n minor; that is what 1 referred to when I an-
gwered that guestion.

Q. —Are there not executors of personal prop-
erty? A.-Yea, sir. .

Q.—Arae there exedutors of real estate? A.—Yes,
sir: 1 menn personal property and real estate prop-
erty, both.

Q.—1 don't see what you nare driving at, Mr.
Grell, A—Let me tell you ngaln. For instance,
you have an cstate in your chorge as a lawyer, as
un executor—

Q.~Yen. A—You go and swear as fo how much
personal property you have for the estate, and_the
estate ls held for that upon your affidavit. Now.
then, If you have & trustee, the (dentieal wa{; ir
a minor child ls there, the trustee Is responuible,

Q—Well, supposing | dan'tﬂ{nnkn any report,
gupposing T don't make any affdavit; it you ean
find out the facts you can tax me, can't wou?
A—You have to make an affidavit to the Burro-

an executor Wos

osing T have neglected

s tng T don't
~8Bupposing 1 don't; sup
v - ¢ no aMdavit, and it

my duty entirely and m
comes to your knowledge that I am the executor
of an estato: you could tax the estate? A—The
property I8 taxed under the law,
¢).—That Isn't the question; but ean't you tax the
property? A—I can tax the renl property.

@ —And the personalty? A—If we don't know
what the personalty conslsts of, why, we hold
YOU, L% eXecutor, responsible,

Q. —Exnetly; biut If you have Information outslide
of my aMdavit—I have made no affidavit, hut you
have found out that 1 have it, then you ecan tax
me, can't you? A.—Yes. sir: but the Surrogate will
noturally fompel you to make a return,

Q.—But you are not the Burorgate: you are some
ane else? A.—I know, but there Is where we get In-
formatlon from as to estiates,

0.1 understand that; that all trustees, all per-
sons that hold the property for others, are linble
to pay & tax on it, are they nol? A—That is as I
stated A moment ngo. yes, wir,

ig.—The fact that one is ealled an executor and
another a_trustee i= simply a difference In names?
A.—Yes, sir.

HARD QUESTION TO ANSBWER.

Q. —Now, I ask you again, after all this conversa-
tion, what have you people done In the Tax De-
partment, reprosenting the personal and corpora-
tion alde of the Tax Department, what have you
done to find out whether the great trusts represent-
ed in the elty of New-York und supposedly in the
hands of trustees,
proper proportion of the tuxes of the city? What
have you done? A—Your returng will show, Mr,
Moss, what we have done.

@R.—Do yon have any returns from the sugar
trust and tobacco trust and the oll trust? A—
Ought to.

Q —Have you any? A—T don't remember just the
instance of the three corporations; I don't remem-
ber us to that,

Q-1 am not talking adbout corporations; I am
talking about trusts? A.—Well—yes,

. —You have alrendy sald that posrsibly property

held by the trustess might hove already been taxed |

in the corporations; that is possible? A.—Well, not

the trustees that I refer to, Mr. Moss; you have |

misnnderstood me,

Q. —No, you misunderstan? me again. A.—I refer
to trustees os representing property of soma de-
censed person, and you mean the trustees of the
trust.

Q. —~Wo were talking about the trustees of trusts,
and T nsked you whether you were taxing them,
and you =ald that perhaps thelr property has al-
rendy been taxed In the corporations that have gone
into the trusts. I hald, perhaps that 1s so. Now,
then, you have the right to put an sssessment
aguinst these men ns trustecs, and then they would
have the right to eome before you and show
that the property had already pald Its tax, wouldn't
they? A.—Thelr returns ought to show as to what
they have done. If I had In our oMce—

Q—=Weill, have you any returns In your office from
the sugar, the tobacco or the ofl trust, or any
other of these large trusts? If you have, be kind
enough to bring them with you to-morrow? A.—
Yes, sir, I will do that,

Q.—Yes, and then we will have them? A —Yes, 1
will do that.

Q—And I will hand you now (handing witness
sllp of paper) the names of the trustees of the
Standard O1l Trust, which ia the only one that I
wis able to Jay hands on at short notlee, I would
ke to have the others as well, but T will hand
you thess trustees, so that you may be gulded In
your hunt for the papers. Thesa are the asscss-
ments that are imposed upon these gentlemen per-
sonally, but you will look and see if they have
been required to appear as trustees of the trust
a3 well? A -Yes, gir,

Recess untl 2 o'clock,

AFTEHRNOON EBESSION.
HOFFMAN TRIES TO TURN THFE FROBE
FROM THE TAX DEPARTMENT.

Mr. Grell resumed the etand,

Mr. Moss—Now, Mr, Grell—

Mr. Hoffman—I think it proper at this time to
ecall the attention of this committes and counsel to
the fact of the appointment of a special commit-
teo of the Sennte and Assembly, In the pnat month,
at the request snid on the recommendation of the
Governor of the State, for the express purposs of
examining into the entire subject of taxation, and
1 belleve that In taking up this subject it Is taking
up considerable time of this committee, and at
t'n:ﬂ!d-'-r.ihln expense, and doing the work nesigned
to o special committes, appointed by a concurrent
resolution of the Legislature. I belleve by going
on and taking up this subject, It {s encroaching
upon the dutles of that committes, and on the
score of economy 1 desire to call the attentlon of
this committee and counsel to It, for the purposs of
the question being considered as to whether or not
we should not allow that matter to be examined
into and investigated by the committes exprossly
appotnted for that purpose, upon the recommenda-
tion of the Governor of the State,

The Chalrman—In view of the statement of Mr,
Hoaftman, I will say that there is n thorough un-
derstanding betwesn this commlittee as 1o the work
outlined to be performed by the committee ap-
pointad for that purpose, The work we have dona
hers will save that committee some time, and en-
able them to devote the time at thelr disposal In
other directions, and they will consider it a help
Instead of a detriment to their work.

Mr. Hoffman—1 ecall the nttentlon of the eom-
mittee on the score of economy, as to whether we
ghould take up this work. I belleve we are usurplng
the powers of that committee In taking up this
matter, and a sum of money has been assigned for
the expenses of that committes, and 1 belleve wa
are ndding donble expense to the taxpayers of the
Biate of New-York In this committee taking it up,
and that committes also,

The Chatrman—As [ have already stated, this
committee and that committee are In aceord.

BUGAR TRUST ASSESSMENT.

Mr. Moss—Mr, Grell, you have produced state-
moents of three so-called trusts; first, statement of
the Ameriean Sugar Refining Company for 1800,
ghowing that that company has an office at No. 117
Wall-st,, In the Borough of Manhattan; has ity
principal office at Jersey City; the value of safes,
fixtures and furniture In the Btate of New-York is
g2 000; ensh on hand and in bank was less than
Le08 B0, and showing no other assets, and on the
"Asmess-
ment fixed at $628800. Feltner, G "G stands
for Grell. And what I8 the other one? Balmon?
A.~Balmon.

Q. —Feltner, Salmon and Grell: that 1s the Com-
mittee on Personal and Corporation Taxes? A,—
Yeou

J.—Then this I8 an illustration of what you have
told us, that the corporntion matters of the Tax
Department are entirely In the hands of this sub-
committes? A.—Yes, sir.

Q.~Now, Mr. Commissloner, 1 have notleed that
a large number of the blanks on that certificate are
not Mied up. You potice that? AT do.

Q. —~Flow In that® A~Well, T would llke to correct
n part of that nnswer to the question before,

Q—~Yew, you may. A~1 siated before that In
case the line I8 not so Nlled—thut a few people wihil
come In with us and help us,

Q~You have suld that befors? A.—~Well, yes,
sir,

Q.~But that was wpot for your sub-committee?
A.~This 18 made by the company—

Q.—Huw does It happen that You accepted the re-
turn where miny of the bianks are not filled up?
A.~For this reason: That Is & non-resident corpos
rutlon. Thelr goods are shipped to New-York and
their bills are collected from the maln ofMeq

are or are not paying thelr |

Assessments of the eity of Now-York for and In
behalt of the Amerjean Bugar Refining Company,
showing the sum Inyested in business in the Blate
of New-York on the second Monday of J ¥s
1899. The eompany named In this statement |s an
organigation under the laws of the Btate of New-
Jersey, having its principal office at Jersoy City.
Tho company haa an offlee at No, 17 Wadl-st.,
Borough of Manhattan, in the city of New-York.
Amount of eapltal for which company Is orgam-
fged  (blank), and the following ltems are true
staternents of the business of the company 11 the
State of New-York on the second Monday of Jan-
vary, 15, Haw the corporation complied with the
provisions of Chapter 687 of the Laws of 15027
(Rlank.) What was Indicated as the business or
the ohject of the corporation which It proposed
to enrry on within this State?  (Blank.) What
pluce within the Stute was indlented as ite prineipal
place of business? iBlank.) Has the corporation
more than one place of transacting Its business
within this State. and If go, where? (Blank) The
amount recelvable on notes and open accounts In
the State of New-York was (blank), The wvalue
of goods and merchandise in rhe Btate of New-York
was (blank). The value of machinery and plant In
the Htute was (biank), The value of stocks, fix-
tures and furnitire, $20,000, Cash on hand and In
the bank wias less than $608,800, The amount of
bills and aceounts payable, mwerchandise for items
included in the sales, and assets was (blank). The
amount invested In business In the Blate was
(blank), Has any Indebtedness been contracted In
the purchase of non-tuxable property orf pecurities
for the purposs of evading taxation? No. Is the
company nssessed by the Btate Controller, and, If
%0, to what amount? (Biank) Bworn to by Ar-
thur Donner, treasurer, before John . Themas,
notary public.”

DEFECTIVE STATEMENT.

Q. —Now, you see this statement does not show
whether or not the corporation has any goods,
wares and merchandlse in the State of New-York.
It doesn't show that it hasn't? It doesn’t sAy
that It hasn't notes and open accounts in the Btate
of New-York. It doesn't say that {t has no ma-
| ehinery and plant in the State of New-York. It
| doesn't say that there are no bills and accounts
| 4ue and owing In the State of New-York. It

doesn’'t say that it has no money invested in the
| State of New-York. What proof did you tuke out-

side of thle statement of those facts? A.~Well,
thit s 6 company that la organiged under the law
of a different Btate. It Is taken for granted where
they so state that their main office Is In another
State, we can only hold them as to returns, ask-
Ing such Axtures and money in banks they have,
as you gee they give us here,

Q.—But you furnish them with a blank there.
You sent them that blank to be filled out, and
there are important items there which are not
filled out @t all. They don't deny that they have
the property, and they don’t admit that they have
It. A.—~Wa take what they have in New-York.

Q.—Yes, but isn't it possible for a forelgn corpo-
ratlon to have machinery In the State of New-
York? A.—~Yes.

Q.—And it It had machinery in the State of New-
York It should be assessed? A —Yes.

Q.—Isn't it possible for a forelgn carporation to
have goods, wares und merchandlse In the State of
| New-York? A—Yese.

@ —And Jdo you mean to say this partially com-
pleted statement ls all you go on? A~It is not,
| We see they have no connections in the State of
New-York, because the maln office is In New-Jer-
| sey, Mr. Moss,

Q.—But when you give them a statement to be
filled up, and where Items in that statement may
possibly, If ansawered, show property In New-York
State, why don't you make them il them out?
A—Wo can't force them; the law doesn’t glve us
the power.

Q.—You say you only assess them at those two
{tems which are in that paper, $625,800. What is that
£75,000,000 down there on the corner of the paper?
A.—That 1s as near as our chief deputy could come
to the groas capltol.

Q.—That Is the gross capltal? A.—~That {s an near
as our chlef deputy could come to the gross caplital.

@.—That is the capital as Issued In New-Jersey?
A.—Nbo, the whole.

@.—All of the companlea that are united In the
trust? A.—Well, as assessed them, as a company.

Q.—Well, this is a New-Jersey corporit {on; whers
is that capital of §75,000,0007 A.~They have not put
it In there.

HUNDREDS WON'T TELL ANYTHING,

Q.—They have not put it ln there? Why didn’t
you require them to put it In? A—1 will state, Mr,
Moss, that we huve a number of them, hundreds of
them, that don’t give us any return at all.

Q. —What do you do with them? A.—Assess them
by our own ability as to what business they are do=-
ing In New-York. Take, for Instance, a ecorporation
in New-Jersey that is In the manufacturing line.

Q.—One of your Commissloners—I think It was

Mr. Sheehy—the other day said these statements
were sent to a corporation under the law, with the
expectition that they would return them; that if
they did not return them they would send again; 1f
they wers not then returned they, your Board,
would assces the corporation at a sum somewhat
larger than It was supposed the property was
worth, In order to put a sort of punishment or re-
minder on them. A.—I was golng to come Lo that.
- Q.—You were going to come to that? A.—~Where
a corporation don't make any returns we get as
near to the capltal as we can, and we get as near
as we can to the business, If it is a ralircad com-
pany, they can't have much more than an offlce In
New-York. If it |8 a manufacturing company, if
they have a place of business In New-York, they
most maturally must have machinery and stock,
and we assess them nccording to those circum-
stances.

Q.—Now, Mr. Grell, here I8 the statement of the
Amerlean Tobaceo Company, and 1 notlce that in
this statement the blanks are filled up? A.—That
Is true,

Q.—These people have told you what they have?
A—Yes,

Q. —They have admitted they have, amount -
celyable of noteg and open accounts in the'Sm—ar&
New-York, §1323% Now, perheps If the sugar
company had filled out that blank It would have
shown something In that place? A.—Frobably It
wuonld. v

. —The tobacco compuny admits the value of
goods, wares und merchandise in the State of New-
York was $405,440 91; the value of ite machinery and
plant in the Btats of New-York, $143,261 27; the value
of the safcs, fixturea and furniture in the State of
New-York, $13,000—considerably less than the other
company; that the cash on hand in bank was §156,-
762 0—that 1s considerably less—indlcating that this
tobaceo trust was a smaller company than the
#ugar trust. And the eapitalization which you peo-
ple have marked at the foot of the paper Is §36.-
000,000, less than half, yet 1t shows $1,000000 and
more In items, where there I8 no return at all In
the sugar company, Now, {f you had compelled them
to return those {tems In the sugar company paper
probably you would have got §1,000,000 in there, A.—
As to that question, I think it is a legal question,
1 don't know whether we have n right lawfully to
do that.

PENALTY ON TRUE RETURNS

Q@ —Here thia tobaceo eompany admitted nsseta of
$581,180. and clalms to owe debts of §210,8M, leaving
A oalance of MMM, and you fssess them at the
full atnount, $§70328—(showing paper) there are your
slgnatures? A.—Yes.

Q.—There, you gee, the company, which has made
a full and complete return, Is asscaged at exactly
what It returns, and the other company, which has
mude only & partial return, giving only two Ngures,

e ansexsed nt Just what It returns. Why didn't you
exerclee your power in the case of the sugar com-

pany, and sdd something, put them to It, upon
thosa Items which were not answered? That would
have been In line of what the Commissioner
testiflend the other duy as the course of practice In
the office. A.—1In unswer to that I will state that
the thougands that we have It Is Impossible to go
after overything and find out what they have in
the offiece. We have to go by thelr returns,

Q.~There I8 a yvery large matter, and they have
over #00,007 A.—They clalm here they have only
un office In New-York

Q.—Where Is that claim, that they haw
l;'ﬂlyki'l'l New-York? A.—They glve af. uﬂ'l:o:: :IT::

ork.

i —But they do not say they have not an ofMce
| unywhere else. They stmply fall to Al out the

blanka? A.—That Is a frequent occurrence with
forulgn corporations,

| STANDARD 011, ASSESSMENT,

Q.—~Now hers we have the Standard Ol Co
| which goes Into the matter very fully, The :ll:l::
L arl Ol Company shows even Its real estate. The
| Btandard 0Nl Compuny of New-York snys, total
gross assets, Including real estate, $27,286.008 84, of
which ten million Is real estate and weventeen
mililon Is personal. Capltal stoek pald In or se-
cured to be pald In, seven miltlon dollars. Amount

Q.—Now let us eeo (reading); ~'Btatement -made.] of surplus earnings, $,071,248 %; actual value, as Its

signed Lewis Cass Ledyard, F. Feltner, g,
Grell? A.—And A, 8. for Arthur Balmon,

Q.—~A. B. for Arthur Bulmon? A.—Yes

Q.—Now 1 noties that the blank furnishes e
Standnrd Ol Company I8 entirely different fropm
other biank? A—A New-York corporation, = ™

Q.—In it o New-York corporation? A _yey
find 1t that way, b !

Q.—Yes, organized under the laws of the
of New-York. Then In that case you allowsd
to state thelr permonal property In bulk, g
other omses you require them to make |..~|
statementa? A.—~We have got 10 assess the Crog
narers,

Q.—1 notice that they 414 not answer the G
tion, which you asked, to give the rate of ivitengy
for Inst year or the amount of the lust st
dividend? A.—They haven't glven any.

Q.—They 4ld answer the questlon, “the
actually pald for real estate owned by yoy* thy
a1d answer that, saying, "Unknown”? A thig
you will find 1t In here, Mr. Moss

Q.—No, It Is not In there, simply the
valuation there? A—Well, the arscssed “l“
in all they want,

Q.—But you asked them to give you the
they pald. They say, “Unknown* Don't ¥0U ugge
pose that the corporation has records 10 sy
what la actually pald for real estate? A.—qm‘

Q.—Ought to have. But you ncoepted
anawer “Unknown?' A.—I don't krow, | haveyy
looked.

Mr. Moss—Well, look it over. They
aceepted that. A. (looking at paper)-That fs g
fight. 1 gueas you will find all the property
Fave got right In these two supplementary s
monts. =

TRUST GRACIOUSLY CONSBENTHED,

Q.—It would appear that your Department
to tax them for more than slx hundred ¢
dollars, because they consented (o slx hupds
thousand dollars. What was it that your Depap.
ment wanted to tax them? Can you el from thayy
A.—Wherever we have a large company that
hastn't made returns, why, we try 1o get them
eonment, we utge upon them that they cught g
pay some taxes; and, through that, they often wly
consent.

Q.—Through that, you say, they very often yg
consent? A —Yes, sir

Q.—Now, thls statement shows ETOSS assety of
personal property, seventeen mililon dollars? A
Kindly let me sce that.

Q.—No, walt a moment. Indebiedness In
as followa: “Lonns and accounts transferred, by
milllon dollars” That would leave an appasg
surplus of nearly five million dollars of persegd
properly; but you nceépted pn assesement—that iy
you consented to an assessment at slx hundeed
thousand dollars. Now, on what argument, and
by what lne of reasoning, and by what considerse
tion of facts, did you reduce the apparent surplus
of personal property by nearly five million dollarg
there, down to six hundred thousand dollars? A
But ycu don't take Into conslderation the supples
mentary statement that we have here,

Q.—~Where Is that? A—Real estito ownel in
Brooklyn and In New-Yorlk, and ail over. That has
to be deducted,

Q.—But that real estate ls taxed hy Itself, fan'y
1t? A.—I know; but then it Is in the gross assets
—the real estate ls In the gross ossets,

Q.—Oh, no. Look at It. (Gross assets, tweniye
seven milllon dollars; real estate, ten milllon dole
lare; personal property, seventeen mililon doliars®
A—~They are all added together In——

Q.—In the twenty-seven milllon dollars? A.—Tely
#ir.

Q.—Your personal property {g seventesn milllony
dollars? A.—That Is very true,

BOME INGENIOUS FIGURING

Q.—Tndebtedness in detail 1s $12.000,007 A ~Veryg
true,

Q.—Now, $12000,000 taken from 0700000 leaved
£,00,0M; but, as there are soma odd figures t
1 say nearly £0006.  How do you scale E 4
down to #9007 That is on their own fizuresf
that Is on thelr own sworn statement. There Ie
the adavit, (Indleating) How do you do 1t? A-s
This will show for itself. You add this ogethely
The real estate and the personal property
make $27.25,000. Now, you deduct regl estats and
debt, and it will come out that you have & debl
there Instead of & surplus.

Q.—But is not the real estata taxed Ly ftsdtd
A~Yes; but—

Is not the real estatd

And that is the

Q.—Now, listen to me.
It is charged in the grosd

in

taxed by itself? A —Very true.
renson it 1s deducted.

assets,
Q.—1 understand that. The real estate is taxed

by itself. Bo that when the tax is onco paid oa
real estate, it does pot touch the personal estateld
A.—No.

Q—Now, this statement shows that the real
estate of the company was $10 0,00, That {s ale
ready taxed, and pald into the real estate side
of the Tax Department, tsn't 1t? It further ehows
that the personnl property geparated from the
renl estate is $17,000,000, it shows that the indebteds
ness in detall (& 5120000 Now, you take your
£12,000,000 away from your $17.00,00, and you have
nearly $,000607 A —Yes; but they cannot take
the Indebtedness away: you couldn't do that,

Q.—If you did not take the Indebtedness away
they would have to pay on $17,000,007 A.—No, sir; tha
£7500,00 that you hiave there—you have the paped
thera—is a debt, lsn't it?

Q—Yes A.—Very well; it has to ba deducted
from the Eross asscls.

Q. —Dwducted from what?  You don't deduct 1§
from the real estate and the personal propertyd
A —Xo, sir; from the gross assets

Q.—Of personal property? A.~The statoment, a8
you have it there.

Q.—How can you deduct
A.—Why, you don't do It
tell you, 18 In the gross nssets. Naturally, to coms
to a concluston, you have got 10 reduce It again
from the same, as the returns show it there,

Q—I don't see how you make that out. A=
Well, your returns show It.

APPEALS TO "ANY GENTLEMAN"

Q.—But there are the returns? (Indicating)
A.—Well, let any gentleman look at it and he
Bea,

Q.—The real estate stands by iself, and 1% taxed
by itself, regardiess of debts, fsn’ 1L and, w
it is owned by the Standard Ol Company of oty
or by any other company, It Is taxed? A-Teny
#ir; that is right,

@.—You have nothing to do with the
slde of the Department, have you?
command them to glve the real estute
assets,

Q.—But you have nothing to do with the taxing
of the real estate. That is done on the other
of your Department by the other committes? A=
Well, you can take It us such, If you want t&

Q.—1 do take It as such. A =Tt is the 1A%
that does It, just the sume.

Q.—In the statement submitted to you by this
company, which shows what real estate it hak
nevertheless that real estate has already best
taxed and I8 out of your hands, and whit vou am
considering I8 the personal estate, is it not? A=
Yes, sir, tha corporation—this ls & corporatie
return,

Q.—Now, then, a corporation returns that it bt
17,000,000 of personal estate, with an indebiednes
of $12.600,000; and, if 1 can flgure, that leaves
ly $5.000,00, or over, personal estate A.~No,
are taking off the real estate only.

Q.—1 am not towching the real estate. 1 am 0
talking about the real estate; we don’t consider
that real estate. We are tolking about pe
estate. A.—You have there debis, loans and &=
ecounts payable, over twelve million,

Q. —Twelve milllon. Now, you have found 1haty
haven't you? Now, look and find out how
personil property they have? A.—They have it up
here, seventeen milllon.

Q. —Now, deduct twelve milllon from seventeed
milllon, A.—Rut you can't do it, Mr, Moss

Q—~Why can’'t you? A.—You have got othel
debts here.

Q.~What other debta? A —Merchandise and

chattels.

Q. —~Merchandise and chattels—are those aevsl
A.—No, that is true. That's an account,

Q-That |8 an assct? A—Yes. United Btates s&
curities here which are to be deducted.

Q —How much? A —8even hundred and fourtesd
thousund dollars.

WITNESS GROWS BTUBRORN.

Q —8even hundred and fourteen thousand dollars
Well, that don’t reduce it very much. A ~Ther
are figures hore to show platnly where the redu®
tlon romes in.

Q.—1 want you to tell me. Now, look here. MR
Grell, It you will allow me, 1 will hand you & niet
clean white page of paper and a pencil. A—Ye&

i,
Q—And we wiil take thia aMdayitin e minutd

debts from real estate?
The real estate, a8 4

real estate
A ~But we
in the groéd




